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and holiday, making use of St Philip Neri for his confessarius. The
provisors or administrators having been witnesses to his charity, prudence,
and piety, after some time appointed him director of the hospital.

Camillus, grieving to see the sloth of hired servants in attending the
sick, formed a project of associating certain pious persons for that office,
who should be desirous to devote themselves to it out of a motive of fervent
charity.   He found proper persons so disposed, but met with great obstacles
in the execution of his design.    With a view of rendering himself more
useful in spiritually assisting the sick, he took a resolution to prepare him-
self to receive holy orders.   For this purpose he went through a course of
studies with incredible alacrity and ardour, and received all his orders from
Thomas Goldwell, Bishop of St Asaph's, suffragan to Cardinal Savelli,
the bishop vicegerent in Rome, under Pope Gregory XIII.    A certain
gentleman of Rome, named Firmo Calmo, gave the saint six hundred
Roman sequmes of gold (about two hundred and fifty pounds sterling),
which he put out for an annuity of thirty-six sequines a year during his
life; this amounting to a competent patrimony for the title of his ordina-
tion, required by the council of Trent and the laws of the diocese.   The
same pious gentleman, besides frequent great benefactions during his life,
bequeathed his whole estate, real and personal, on Camillus's hospital at
his death.    The saint was ordained priest at Whitsuntide in 1584, and
being nominated to serve a little chapel called our Lady's ad mlracula^
he quitted the direction of the hospital.    Before the close of the same
year he laid the foundation of his congregation for serving the sick, giving
to those who were admitted into it a long black garment with a black
cloth for their habit.   The saint prescribed them certain short rules, and
they went every day to the great hospital of the Holy Ghost, where they
served the sick with so much affection, piety, and diligence that it was
visible to all who saw them that they considered Christ himself as lying
sick or wounded in his members.

They made the beds of the patients, paid them every office of charity,
and by their short pathetic exhortations disposed them for the last sacra-
ments and a happy death. The founder had powerful adversaries and
great difficulties to struggle with; but by confidence in God he conquered
them all. In 1585 his friends hired for him a large house, and the success
of his undertaking encouraged him to extend further his pious views; for
he ordained that the members of his congregation should bind themselves
by the obligation of their institute to serve persons infected with the plague,
prisoners, and those who lie dying in private houses.

Sickness is often the most severe and grievous of all trials, whence the
devil made it his last assault in tempting Job.1 It is a time in which a
Christian stands in need of the greatest constancy and fortitude; yet,
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